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Introduction

Labour matching: skills and qualifications of a worker is compared
with the requirements of a particular job vacancy.

Some labour markets are regulated by very particular selection
processes where employers announce job positions and job seekers are
ranked according to some selection processes.

Efficiency and fairness are two important goals in regulated markets.

Our setting: allocation of medical intern positions (MIR) in
Spain.
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Institutional Setting

Medico Interno Residente (MIR)

MIR system: It is a centralized system by which graduates in
Medicine are assigned to an intern position.

When graduated in Medicine (5-6 years degree) in order to work in a
hospital (public or private) graduates have to become specialist
doctors.

The only way to become a specialist doctor is accessing a MIR
position (3-5 years intern, “learning by doing”)

Access to this training programme is regulated by a multiple-choice
test (MIR test)
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Institutional Setting
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Is Spain different?

USA: medical students are matched into residency programs
according to the preferences of both the students and the programs

France, Denmark: demand side is shut down as hospitals cannot
choose interns and supply of graduates in medicine is centrally
planned according to the health system demand for doctors
(Amer-Mestre and Charpin (2021) and Fadlon et al. (2020))

Spain:demand side is shut down as hospitals cannot choose interns
and supply of interns has shown a great variation over the past forty
years...

Number of candidates has historically been much higher than the
number of training positions
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Is Spain different?

Number of candidates and
positions over the years:

Quite a remarkable
variation over the past
40 years.

Source of exogenous
variation we exploit
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Why is this a gender paper?

Mismatch between number of candidates and positions creates a
competition problem: candidates have to compete for available
intern positions.

Gender differences at the presence of competition:
Women underperform compared to men under competitive incentive
schemes (Gneezy et al.(2003)), specially when stakes are high (Azmat
et al.(2016))
Evidence from the field (mostly from educational settings): Jurajda
and Münich (2011), Ors et al. (2013), Cornwell et al. (2013) and
Iriberri and Rey-Biel (2019)
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The paper’s contribution in a nutshell

We study gender gaps in the outcomes of the selection process in the
medical profession in Spain over the past 40 years,through the lens of
competition.

We find that the more competitive the process, the higher underper-
formance of women compared to men.

Our contribution:

Unique setting: high stakes, highly skilled pool of individuals, Medical
profession has experienced a big feminization process.

Labor setting in contrast to the existing literature using field data
(mostly from educational settings). Nice complement to Flory et
al.(2015)

High quality data on universe of candidates and their performance.
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Data

Universe of candidates (500.000) that have taken the MIR test
since its creation (1983-2019 period)

Focused on Spanish candidates (male and female) for comparability
purposes: around 428.000 candidates

Performance data: GPA from Medicine degree, number of questions
answered/right/wrong, test score, total score, and probability of
getting a position.
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Gender Performance at the MIR

Gender gaps in performance are
observed along the period:

Inverted U-shape evolution of
gender gaps.

Same time pattern across all
outcome variables.
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How Competitive is the MIR?

The MIR system is a competitive assignment process...

Number of applicants has always exceeded the number of intern
positions.

... but it shows great variation on its competitiveness level over the
past 40 years.

Unconditional probability of ending up with a position

It is defined as the ratio of the number of intern positions to the
number of applicants

It measures the inverse of competitiveness,meaning that the higher
this probability the less competitive the process
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How Competitive is the MIR?

Four periods of
competitiveness:

1 Very high:1983-1988

2 High:1989-2002

3 Low: 2003-2011

4 Medium:2012-2019
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What we do

Very interestingly, the evolution of the competition level of the MIR test
and the observed gender gaps, share a very similar inverted U-shape
pattern.

Considering the variation on competitiveness level along the period, could
the evolution on the observed gender gaps on MIR test´s
performance be explained through the lens of competition?
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What we do

We hypothesize that the competitiveness level might be the driving factor
of the observed gender gaps:

We replace any time-varying component of our model (year fixed
effects) with the competitiviness level and try to pin down the
relationship.

Results:

1 Gender gaps by periods of different competitiveness

2 Gender gaps by (inverse) competitiveness

3 Robustness tests: external confounders, changes in test’s format,
differences in ability, reverse causality
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Gender Gaps by Periods of Different Competitiveness
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Gender Gaps by Competitiveness

D́ıez, Gardeazabal, Iriberri, Rey-Biel Gender Gaps- Medical Intern Positions August 31, 2023 16 / 25



Main finding

Comparison of observed gender
gaps (upper panel) with the
marginal effect of gender from
Table 2 (bottom panel):

Astonishing resemblance
between figures.

Just accounting for
competition seems to be
enough to capture most of
the time variation in the
observed gender gaps.
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Robustness checks: I/II

What about other potential changes over the 40 year period... Are
external confounders driving our results?
No! Controlling for proportion of women, proportion of foreigns,
unemployment, gender attitudes towards female labour participation
results remain.

MIR´s test format has changed over time . . . Are changes in the
format driving our results?
No! Controlling for changes in the format, the inverse of
competitiveness remains significant and of same sign.
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Robustness checks:II/II

The ability of the pool of students taking the exam each year might
have evolved differently by gender . . . Has the ability of female test
takers changed over the past 40 years?
No! The distribution of GPA scores of men and women over the past
40 years has been constant.

Reverse causality can be ruled out. Candidates are able to infer
each year’s level of competitiviness before they seat at the test.
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The paper in a nutshell

We study gender gaps in the outcomes of the selection process in
the medical profession in Spain over the past 40 years through the lens
of competition.

We find that:

1 The observed gender gaps is associated with the time pattern
observed in changes in competition.

2 Effects are substantial: probability of gaining a position (ranging
from negative 7% up to positive 9% depending on the period)
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Policy implications

Policy implications

Efficiency and fairness are important criteria when evaluating
regulated selection processes

Collateral damage of excessive competition in certain selection
process for specific groups, such as women

These results call for a more centralized planning of the number of
positions/Medicine graduates according to the system needs
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Back-up slides: Gender Gaps
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Back-up slides: Alternative explanations
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Back-up slides: Alternative explanations
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Back-up slides: Alternative explanations

D́ıez, Gardeazabal, Iriberri, Rey-Biel Gender Gaps- Medical Intern Positions August 31, 2023 25 / 25


	Motivation
	Data
	MIR and competition
	Research question and results
	Conclusions

